
St Bonaventure’s Pastoral Council Meeting Notes 

29th April 2026, 6.30pm 

Where: The Presbytery, St Bonaventure’s Parish Church, BS7 8HP 

Present: Angela Parry, Mary Moore, Oliver Roylance-Smith, Deacon Bart Kowalewski,  

Joanna Adamek, Karen Nelson, Veronica Swann, Rob King, Deacon Andrew Bent, Sofia 

Kalfopulos and Canon Tom  

Apologies: None – everyone present. 

 

 Note: Action 
by: 

By 
Date: 

 We opened the meeting with Prayer. 
 

  

  Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2026 were agreed as a 
true record 

 

All 29 April 
2026 

1 Matters arising from March Meeting 

 
Re-imagining Pastoral Councils – Links to all sessions held 

so far are available (see AOB). This is new ground for everyone 
and no one has yet listened to the series. St Gregory’s in 
Cheltenham has already started to use the resources so it was 

suggested contact is made with them to see how they are 
getting on. Oliver agreed to reach out to them. Action still to be 

completed but Bart knows the deacon there who Oliver can 
contact. 
Mary has spoken to the Sacred Heart to see how they are 

progressing – they are in the same position as we are 
 

Canon Tom confirmed Sacred Heart are having a retreat day on 
17th October that is open to parishioners from St Antonys and St 
Bons. It will be advertised on a first come basis. 

 
Parishioner Comments Box items –  

Provision for Young People –The person who Canon Tom thought 
would be interested has not been contactable. To be re-visited 
at a later date. 

 
Lent 2026 Feedback – Stations of the Cross went very well 

and Joanna had arranged for these to be live streamed. Nice to 
have different groups leading the Stations.  
Holy Week – three parishes together was successful especially 

the variety of music provided. Canon Tom really enjoyed it and 
it was good to see the churches full. St Bon’s was very busy with 

people stood at the back. 
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2 Parishioner Comments Box Items 
 
Prayer Tree: Angela has sourced a suitable tree. She will send 

the link to Joanna so it can be ordered. 
 

Discussion re what the prayers should be written on – Angela is 
to look into this and possibly cut out heart shapes for this. 
 

 
 
Angela / 

Joanna 
 

 
Angela 
 

 
 
 



Canon Tom to decide on the best location for the tree 

 
 

Canon 

Tom 

3 Safeguarding 
 
Canon Tom advised that some ministers are taking Holy 

Communion to people in their homes. The Welfare Group have 
now got a list of those regularly visited. Andrew and Bart both 

advised that they also visit some house bound people whose 
names will be added to the list. 
 

Safeguarding leaflets provided by the Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards Agency (CSSA)to be handed out to everyone this 

coming Sunday after Mass. Everyone needs a basic awareness 
of safeguarding. 
Safeguarding Sunday is held in November each year. (15th Nov 

2026). 
The National Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse is 

observed on the Tuesday of the 5th week of Easter in England & 
Wales - 5th May this year. Safeguarding team will supply 
newsletter wording and a bidding prayer, Joanna to add for this 

coming Sunday.  
 

Members of the parish are contacting Mary, Eileen & Juan Carlos 
to talk about safeguarding concerns, demonstrating that the 
parish is becoming more aware of the safeguarding team. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Andrew & 

Bart 
 
 

 
 
 

 
On-

going 
 
 

 

4 Parish Celebrations – 
 

125th anniversary – Sunday 19th July 2026.  
 
School have agreed we can use the field – with restrictions. 

Social group have met a couple of times to start planning. Mass 
to be held in the church followed by celebration on the school 

grounds. Canon Tom suggested having external help for the 
food – maybe a BBQ so all the parishioners can enjoy the whole 

of the Mass and not be worrying about getting away to deal with 
the food. Social group to meet again on 10th May after Mass and 
will provide Joanna wording for the newsletter to Save the Day. 

Need photos and memories from the past to create a display – 
parishioners to be asked to contribute. 

 
Social Group organizing a new-comers party on Saturday 13th 
June at 12.30 pm. This will also be advertised in the newsletter. 

Will ask all parish groups to send a representative to the party. 
To be discussed further on 10th May. 

 
St Francis 800th anniversary – Angela advised that the catholic 
schools have been doing a lot about this. Pope Leo has asked 

the church to mark this jubilee of St Francis, as advised in 
Bishop Bosco’s Pastoral Letter.  

We should be doing something about this in the parish. One of 
the main items is reaching out to the poor, another is caring for 
our common home.  

Climate Action Group and Gardeners have some draft plans. To 
be discussed at next meeting. 
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5 PPC Focus for 2026.  

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place once a 
month on a Saturday morning from 10.30 – 11.30 am. Bart to 

contact by email all EMHCs to ask if they are willing to volunteer 
to cover these sessions. Andrew is happy to be involved.  

 
Adoration also takes place before the Men of St Joseph’s  group 
each first Friday of the month. Canon Tom said this should be 

advertised to the rest of the parish via the newsletter. 
 

Marriage and families. Need an activity for the children whilst 
parents meet. This will be a couple of hours every couple of 
months. 

 
WhatsApp group for families in the parish – Bart to ask CMcM if 

he can design a poster for the noticeboard.  
 
Discipleship – See below 

 
The Climate Action Group program on Laudato Si has been 

postponed until September 2026 
 
The Live Simply award. Bart is to order a new plaque as 

someone has donated the funds. 
 

Fair Trade Awareness – Mary would like the Diocesan Office to 
look into using Fair Trade products in what they do. Mary to 

resend the letter sent to the Bishop this week. After some 
discussion it was agreed that we would try to encourage all 
parish groups to use Fair Trade products but we need to be 

aware this may not be possible due to the higher costs. 
 

Welcome pack – Bart advised that Woodies church welcoming 
pack is now available online. Will need to look at this and decide 
how to progress. 

 
Additional Order of Service cards have been purchased and 

welcomers are offering them on arrival. A Children’s Order of 
Service booklet has been found by Neta. A few copies are 
available for the children on arrival. 

 
Recruitment of new altar servers – Canon Tom to do this by 

making an appeal at a Mass. Juan Carlos to assist with the 
training.  
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6 PPC Focus for 2026 – Discipleship  
 

See additional sheet – Discipleship Discussion Notes 29.04.2026 

 
 

Oliver 
 

 

7 AOB 
 

Angela attended a workshop on parish websites at the recent 
Diocesan Curia Day. Our website is out of date and does not 
include all content specified by the diocese. Joanna advised it’s 

difficult make changes to it.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Phil will be happy to help set up a new website. There would be 

an initial cost involved and then it would be down to the parish 
to maintain it.  
Not sure who set up our current site and how much the 

maintenance cost is. Angela to ascertain costs. 
To be added as an agenda item for discussion in more detail at 

the next meeting. 
 
‘Reimagining Pastoral Councils’ – a series of 9 webinars given by 

guest speakers, exploring many aspects of Pastoral Councils. 
Ctrl-Click on this link for further details and to register.  

https://stbonsbristol.us16.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=101db1158119d226a226d10c5&id=
86a3959e3b&e=fa18f4d8eb 

Recordings: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3Vk2dbkYsFyP8UW9E

Kr8tyWiDdtluLci  
 

 

 
 
Angela 
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8 Dates of future meetings 
 
17th June 2026 and 16th September. 

  

10  
Meeting closed with a prayer 
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