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MGR BERNARD’S MESSAGE

[bookmark: _Hlk151030922]This weekend sees the start of Advent, and also the start of the church’s New Year. It’s an opportunity for us to celebrate this New Year and to consider our own New Year’s resolutions. I’m not meaning the sort of the 1st January New Year’s resolutions such as I must lose a few pounds in weight this year or drink less or things like that. What I’m thinking about is spiritual New Year’s resolutions. 
When I look at my relationship with God, how much of a living witness am I to my faith? Do people know that I’m a Catholic that I’m a Christian, and that I’m a follower of Jesus Christ. 
If my following and faith in Christ is not one of the hallmarks by which people judge me and see me, then maybe it’s a time for me to ask myself: What sort of witness am I? 
This doesn’t mean that we have to push religion in people’s faces, in fact, it’s just the opposite, it should be that people look at us and see that in some way we’re different and start to ask themselves ‘Why is this person different’? What is it in them that I find attractive and I admire? Then hopefully they moved to recognising the deep in our core we are followers of Christ, the Redeemer of the world. 
We read in scripture ‘I was naked and you clothed me. I was hungry and you fed me. I was sick and you visited me’. So, do our actions meet the standards that Christ has asked from us or could we do more? So maybe this weekend it’s time to take a few minutes and ask ourselves some of these difficult questions and then to make a resolution as to how we could or should change.

EVENTS, PARISH & COMMUNITY
[bookmark: _Hlk137547320]Please Pray For: Enzo Maniglia. Peter Sewell. Eddie Williams. Paul Tooze. Margaret Rogers. Rosemary Hatherly. Sheelagh Gaines. Ninette Bateman. Stella Sanchez. Anne Browne. Please pray for the for the repose of the soul of Fatima Pereira who died recently.  If you would like to be named in the Newsletter, please contact the Parish Office. 

Baptisms: We welcome Oscar Bastian and Charles & Isabella Claridge baptised into the family of the Church this weekend.

Remembering our late loved ones at Christmas: Christmas is a time for families and loved ones to be together. Sadly there are those who cannot be with us anymore but that doesn’t mean we don’t think of them. This year we are again running our poinsettia appeal to create our poinsettia tree and turn the sanctuary red in memory of our late loved ones and at the same time helping those who need our help at Christmas. Appeal details and envelopes can be found at the back of the church. Please complete and return as soon as possible.

Nativity time! We will be having children’s nativity service on Saturday December 16th at 3pm. Followed by coffee, mince pies and mulled wine in the Presbytery. Children are invited to dress up as their chosen nativity characters and take part in the service if they wish. If your child would like to be one of our amazing readers please contact Neta by email nroylancesmith@outlook.com . We are also needing adults to be main characters too!!!!! 

Senior Citizens Christmas Party:  We are having a change from normal arrangements this year with a lunch-time party, as in previous years some of our parishioners have been worried about going home in the dark following the afternoon celebration.  So please put Saturday 16th December 12-2 in your diaries.  We will serve a light lunch with festive drinks, crackers, lucky dip etc.  If you would like to attend, please see members of the Welfare team who will be taking names after Masses on Sunday 3rd and 10th December.  Alternatively, you could call Veronica Swann on 07884134599, please let us know of any dietary requirements. Please note there will be no Healing Mass at this time, it will be brought forward to Lent as a Service in the spring proved very popular earlier this year.

Laudate deum discussion: Join us on 4th Dec at 7.30 pm in the presbytery to discuss our response to Laudate deum, Pope Francis's follow up to Laudato si which he issued last month. This is Pope Francis's call to everyone in the world to address the climate and ecological crisis. All welcome.

Christmas Coffee/Tea Afternoon: Year 3 children at St Bons school are planning a little event for older members of our parish community on Monday, 11th December from 2.00 to 3.00pm. Children will serve home-made cookies with tea and coffee, and they would like to share with you a couple of carols, so please visit them at school if you can!

Livesimply Thought for the Week:  As we begin the season of Advent let’s listen to Pope Francis’ recent message about the climate crisis (Laudate Deum  # 71) ‘Efforts by households to reduce pollution and waste, and to consume with prudence, are creating a new culture. The mere fact that personal, family and community habits are changing is contributing to greater concern about the unfulfilled responsibilities of the political sectors and indignation at the lack of interest shown by the powerful.’   Major decisions will be made over the next couple of weeks at the UN Conference on Climate Change (COP 28) which will have far reaching effects on the future of the planet.  Let’s play our part in ‘creating a new culture’ in how we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth but also in praying for those negotiating at COP28.

Community Food Pantry Update: Please donate: Tinned fish, Tinned meat , Tinned soups, Sweet corn, Oil, Sugar,, Sanitary towels, Tinned Fruit, Cereal
Please DO NOT donate: Fresh food (we can’t safely store it and it will go to waste)

Parent & Baby/Toddler Group: Monday, 10am - 12pm.For more info or if you’d like to be added to the WhatsApp group please contact Claire on 07871627928.
[bookmark: _Hlk149907879]
Rosary Prayer Group: Rosary group meets every Tuesday in St Elizabeth dining room in Presbytery at 2pm. All welcome. Prayer requests welcome. Telephone Julia 07746101030

Drop in Coffee Morning: Everyone is welcome on 2nd Wednesday of the month 10.30-12.00. Come along to the presbytery to meet up with old friends or make new ones while enjoying a cuppa. People living with dementia and their carers particularly welcome. Next date: 13 December. Any questions, contact Veronica Swann 07884134599.

Art Group: On 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 10.00 – 12.00. All welcome, including beginners, to join small and very friendly group.  Bring your own materials. Any questions, contact Chris Swann 01179427018 or Cath Lucas 078069437664. 

Friday Soup Lunches:  Fridays in the Presbytery from 12pm, all welcome! Donations are sent to charity. More information from Chris Swann on 01179427018.

Men of St Joseph: Bible and Catechism study with real life application to become a better Catholic man, Husband, Father and forge a lasting brotherhood of men of the faith.  Meetings every 1st Friday of the month at 7.30pm. If you're interested, please see Deacon Bart or Juan Carlos (altar servers) after 10am Mass or come to the meeting.

Tea & Coffee: Join us in the Presbytery after Sunday morning Mass for tea, coffee biscuits and a chance to chat.
LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sunday 3	1st Sunday of Advent  				10.00	Eric Pitt RIP
		 				18.00	Alan Smith RIP
Monday 4	St Osmund, Bishop	   	No Mass
[bookmark: _Hlk152323954]Tuesday 5	Weekday of Advent	 		             *10.30	Funeral of Hilda Wright
Wednesday 6	Weekday of Advent	   		 	9.30	Roy Grey RIP
Thursday 7	St Ambrose, Bishop		                	9.30	Pauline Grey RIP
Friday 8	The Immaculate Conception of the BVM  		9.30	June-Anne Hare RIP
[bookmark: _Hlk151031532]Saturday 9	Weekday of Advent	   		  	9.30	Private intention
[bookmark: _Hlk152323715]Sunday 10	2nd Sunday of Advent  	  			10.00 	Mgr Bernard Massey
					  	18.00    People of the parish
CHRISTMAS MASSES:

24th December, 10:00am – 4th Sunday of Advent

24th December, 5:00pm – Children’s Christmas Mass
24th December, 10:00pm – Mass of Christmas Night
 
25th December, 10:00am – Mass of Christmas Day
